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THANK YOU 
FOR HELPING 
FEED HUNGRY 
KIDS!



Dear Friend,
As thousands of boys and girls begin another school year, many of their parents 

are breathing a deep sigh of relief. After months of scrambling to provide meals for 
their children during the long summer break, their kids now have access to regular 
meals in the cafeteria. 

But the struggle is far from over. When students from low-income families 
return home after a long day at school, they’re often at risk of hunger. Childhood 
food insecurity is more common than you might think, which is why I’m writing 
you today. 

As you’ll read in this issue of Serving Hope, your gifts have already helped ensure 
many school-aged Arkansans — and their families — have the food they need to 
thrive. But there’s more...

Thanks to our recent merger with Rice Depot, our organizations are now united 
to fight hunger. In light of this big change, we’ve updated our mission statement, 
which is rooted firmly in our shared values of collaboration, respect, service, 
integrity, innovation and creativity. I know that with your help, we will continue to 
find pathways to a better, brighter future for our neighbors. 

 With Hunger Action Month just around the corner, we need your partnership 
as a hunger-relief advocate. I invite you to help raise awareness about the problem 
of childhood hunger in our community. I know that together, we can make sure 
more children are on the path to success with healthy food to eat this school year!

Rhonda Sanders, CEO
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Mariana is in a tough situation right now. She’d 
love to find a job, but because childcare costs are so 
expensive, it makes more financial sense for her to stay 
home and care for her 3-year-old son, Ricardo, until 
he’s old enough to attend school full-time. 

As she looks forward to re-entering the workforce, 
Mariana worries constantly about the health of 
Ricardo and her two older kids — Margarita, 5, and 
Joaquin, 11 — who both just returned to school for fall 
classes.* Fortunately, they’re able to eat free breakfasts 
and lunches in the cafeteria each weekday. 

But when little Margarita and Joaquin come home 
on evenings and weekends, Mariana has trouble 
ensuring they have the food they need. This struggle 

to fuel her growing children is what brought her to the 
pantry at Cornerstone Church of the Nazarene. 

At this Arkansas Foodbank member agency, 
Mariana is able to pick up the food she can’t always 
afford on her own. It gives her peace of mind knowing 
all of her children’s nutritional needs are being taken 
care of during this stressful time in her life. 

“The food helps us a lot,” she says. 
Mariana isn’t alone. Every day, families face 

financial challenges that keep them from filling their 
tables with quality food. Without your support, kids 
like Margarita and Joaquin would be starting this 
school year at a disadvantage. Your generous gifts help 
them succeed, at school and in life.

As she heads home to make dinner with the 
groceries you helped provide, Mariana is grateful for 
your compassion.

“God bless the people who share this food with us,” 
she says. “And one thousand blessings to you!”

Your Gifts Bring Hope to 
Struggling Parents

Mariana and her 
son, Ricardo

“G o d  b l e s s  t h e 
p e o p l e  w h o  s h a r e 

t h i s  f o o d  w i t h  u s .”
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* Children’s names have been changed. 



LEGACY OF HOPE
Planned giving is one of the best 
ways to ensure your support 
for hunger relief continues into 

the future. It’s not just about tax law or asset transfers - it’s 
about what you value most. Please consider becoming a 
charter member of Legacy of Hope today. Whatever your 
financial situation, there’s a planned gift for you. Contact 
Jennifer Martinez Belt at 501.569.4315 to join.
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Your 
Generosity 

Changes Young 
Lives!

Harvest Night
Mark your calendars for the first annual 
Harvest Night on September 10th! 
This new family friendly event has 
southern-style cuisine, libations, live 

entertainment, and several children’s activities! Funds 
raised from Harvest Night will provide food for children, 
families, and seniors in our communities.

Take Time to Give
Thank you Mitchell, Williams, 
Selig, Gates & Woodyard, P.L.L.C. 
for your donations of food, funds 
and time to help fight hunger in 

Arkansas in 2016! The Arkansas Foodbank is honored 
to benefit from this incredible partnership.

THV 11 Summer Cereal Drive
The 16th annual THV 11 
Summer Cereal Drive was our 
biggest yet. THV’s Tom Brannon 
and Foodbank staff set a goal 
of 300,000 boxes of cereal 
this year. Not only did we pass 

that mark, we collected more than 325,000 boxes! 
Congrats to Wanda Bateman from Margland Bed and 
Breakfast in Pine Bluff for setting the new team record 
with 44,000 boxes. We are so grateful for the support 
of so many individuals, businesses and organizations 
in our community who have helped provide the most 
important meal of the day to children. Special thanks to 
each of you who made this happen and to Tom Brannon 
and THV, James Staats from Golden Corral, Magna IV 
Communications and Alice 107.7.

JOIN US!

Hunger Action Month 
Nothing runs on empty – 
especially the one in five 
Arkansans who struggle with 
hunger.  Join the Arkansas 
Foodbank and Feeding America’s 

nationwide network of food banks to help end hunger 
in our community during Hunger Action Month in 
September. Help spread public awareness about hunger 
in our state as we mobilize the public to take action 
on the issue. How can you help?  Start with grabbing 
a paper plate and telling us what you can’t do on an 
empty stomach.  Then post and share to your social 
networks with the hashtag #HungerActionMonth.  Don’t 
forget to mention the Arkansas Foodbank in your post! 
 

Table Talk
Come tour our facilities and have lunch 
with CEO Rhonda Sanders! Join us for 
Table Talk on the first Thursday of every 
month to learn more about how your 
donations help feed hungry Arkansans.  
RSVP to Kevin Black at 501-569-4345 or 
kblack@arkansasfoodbank.org. 

 

Special Thanks



Volunteer Spotlight: 
Gordon Geesman

When Gordon Geesman, a junior at University of 
Central Arkansas, first joined the fight against hunger, 
he was eager to to give back to the community. Despite 
his busy course load, he knew he could spare a few 
hours a week in between classes to help others. His 
desire to serve is what moved Gordon to volunteer. 

Every week, Gordon says he does whatever work 
is needed most. Sometimes this involves packing up 
rice or other non-perishable items. On other days, 
he might find himself preparing senior food boxes or 
fulfilling customer orders in the distribution center’s 
gift shop. 

Of all his responsibilities at the Foodbank, 
Gordon especially likes working as a delivery driver 
for the senior food box program. He says it’s been 
eye-opening to work so closely with the people the 
Foodbank serves regularly because you choose to give. 

Beyond making a real and lasting impact in the 
community, Gordon says making friends with other 
volunteers has been an unexpected and fulfilling part 
of his work with the Foodbank. 

“I enjoy it all, but I really enjoy the people I get to 
work with,” he says. “It’s a great, uplifting group.”

Volunteering has been a learning experience for 
Gordon as well. He’s shocked by how many people in 
Arkansas are at risk of hunger, and feels so grateful for 
what he has. 

“It really adds something to your life — some 
perspective and something to be thankful for,” he says 
of giving his time. 

Thank you, Gordon, for your service. Your 
commitment to solving hunger in Arkansas is an 
inspiration. We couldn’t do what we do without caring 
neighbors like you!
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Gordan



Andre doesn’t know where his family would be 
today without your help. He recently lost his job, 
and with two children — Kindall, 3, and Dale, 9 — 
at home, it’s been difficult to come up with enough 
money to feed his family every week. His finances 
have been tied up in other basic expenses like rent  
and utilities. 

Andre is now actively looking for stable work that will 
allow him to provide for his family. In the meantime 
savings is all he has, and it’s quickly running out.

Dale is able to eat free meals at his elementary 
school, but Andre sometimes struggles to provide 
healthy food in the evenings. With no income right 
now, it’s difficult for Andre to afford quality food, 
like fresh fruits and vegetables, to support Dale and 
Kindall’s development. 

After speaking with someone at his church about 
his situation, Andre was encouraged to visit the  
St. Francis House food pantry, an Arkansas Foodbank 
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A Loving 
Father 

Has Help, 
Thanks to 

You

Ed and Carolyn

“I  appre c iate  you!”

Andre with his 
daughter, Kindall

member agency. Coming here turned out to be one of 
the best decisions he could have made for his family. 

At the food pantry, Andre is able to pick up the 
nutritious groceries that just aren’t in his budget 
right now. He knows having access to these items 
is important because his children need regular 
nourishment to fuel their studies and give them the 
energy to grow and play. 

As a parent, Andre feels so relieved that he can 
count on caring neighbors like you during this trying 

time in his life. Because of 
your partnership, he’s able 
to put food on the table 
for his family and can put 
more of his energy into his 

job search. It’s truly a weight off his shoulders. 
“I appreciate you,” Andre says. “A lot of families 

don’t have the means [to buy food].”



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

4301 West 65th Street
Little Rock, AR 72209

Now that the Arkansas Foodbank and Rice Depot 
are united against hunger, your gifts have the power 
to make an even bigger difference through programs 
like Food For Kids. To help you understand how you’re 
changing lives, we recently traveled to the Badger 
Family Pantry at the Badger School District campus  
in Beebe. 

Unlike many districts, nearly of all the schools in 
Beebe are located on a single campus. Mackye Sandlin, 
who manages the pantry, says there are currently 
students from six schools who rely on the pantry. This 
amounts to about 100 kids visiting with their families 
each month. 

When families stop by, they receive boxes full of 
nutritious staples distributed through your gifts to the 
Foodbank. Children who participate in pantry services 
are also eligible to receive healthy, kid-friendly groceries 
to take home on evenings and weekends. 

Because Ms. Sandlin is responsible for six schools, 
the Food For Kids program at the district relies heavily 
on volunteers — mostly students from the high school 
— to hand out food. One student volunteer, Trey, was 

particularly moved by his experience serving. 
“Seeing how the pantry affects some kids made 

me want to reach out,” he says. “So I got my church to 
sponsor [the program].”

Even the younger students get involved. Amber 
Jones, the Early Childhood Counselor, says a group 
of first-grade teachers established a food drive with 
their students to benefit the Badger Family Pantry. The 
younger kids were just as excited about helping their 
neighbors. 

One student, Will, chose to bring an item every day 
because he’s been so inspired by the hunger-relief work 
you make possible. When asked why he wants to help, 
his answer is simple. 

“We don’t want people to go hungry,” Will says.
Your generosity helps inspire the next generation 

to fight hunger. Thank you for all you do for our 
community!

“ We  d o n’t  w a nt 
p e o p l e  t o  g o  hu n g r y.”

These first grade students 
collected and donated food for 
other children in need.

205 N Martin St 
Warren, AR 71671

3801 West 65th Street 
Little Rock, AR 72209

arkansasfoodbank.orgVISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE

Thank You for Providing Food for Kids!


