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Dear Friend,
When the final school bell of the year rang last week, kids across the 33 counties 

we serve celebrated the start of summer vacation. Many students will enjoy family 
vacations, trips to the pool and lazy days in the sunshine.

But not every child’s summer break will be so happy and carefree. The end of 
classes also means the end of free and reduced-price school meals in the cafeteria 
each weekday. Kids who rely on these important programs are suddenly without a 
dependable breakfast and lunch.

One in four children in central and southern Arkansas don’t always know when 
or whether they’ll be able to eat a meal. In some of our more rural counties, that 
statistic grows to one in three. Summertime is the hungriest season of the year for 
girls and boys in need. 

Fortunately, friends like you help ensure children’s health and well-being by 
helping fund programs that cover missing school meals. Whether it’s a balanced 
lunch at a summer feeding site or nutritious food from a one of our 450 member 
agencies, you’re a lifeline to local kids and their families.

On the following page you’ll meet 9-year-old Trent and his mom, Natalie. Their 
little family is one of so many who have hope thanks to your support. As you flip 
through this summer issue of Serving Hope, please remember it’s your partnership 
that put the smiles on all these happy faces.

Thank you sincerely for fighting hunger with the Arkansas Foodbank. You make 
our community a better place to call home.

Rhonda Sanders, CEO
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even more vital to his health, well-being and ability  
to concentrate.

Fortunately, Trent has a preference for healthy food, 
like fruits and vegetables. He happily munched on a 
fresh apple as his mom looked through the pantry’s 
full bins of produce and other staple groceries. 

Trent is a bright and energetic kid — he loves 
math and showed off his skills by solving complex 
problems while he waited for his mom. Your gifts to 
the Arkansas Foodbank mean he’ll start class this fall 
fueled up and ready to focus. His mother couldn’t be 
more grateful for your partnership.

“Thank you,” Natalie says. “Every month, this helps 
us make it through. It makes a real difference.”

Your generosity helps solve hunger across central 
and southern Arkansas. Thank you!

“It’s very stressful for me to worry about feeding 
my son,” Natalie says as she looks down at her little 
boy, Trent, 9. “If it weren’t for the school lunches, I 
probably couldn’t afford to take care of everything.”

Natalie is among countless caregivers in our 
community who depend on the safety net of school 
meal programs to provide for their children. When we 
met her at Seventh Day Adventist Church, an Arkansas 
Foodbank agency in Benton where she’s a member, 
Natalie told us being able to visit the church’s walk-up 
food pantry has made a real difference in her life.

Due to medical issues, including diabetes, she 
isn’t healthy enough to work right now. Natalie often 
struggles to stretch her fixed Social Security income to 
afford basic expenses for herself and Trent, who she’s 
raising on her own. When Trent is home and without 
dependable meals in the cafeteria this summer, things 
will be even more challenging.

As Natalie describes, her financial issues have 
been distressing. She knows how important having 
enough nutritious food is for Trent’s development, and 
because he has special needs, eating balanced meals is 

“ Ev e r y  m o nt h ,  t h i s  h e l p s 
u s  m a k e  i t  t h r o u g h .  It 

m a k e s  a  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e”

Natalie and her son, Trent, pose with healthy groceries they picked 
up from Seventh Day Adventist Church in Benton.

You’re 
Helping 
Families 

Thrive 

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
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LEGACY OF HOPE
Planned giving is one of the best 
ways to ensure your support 
for hunger relief continues into 

the future. It’s not just about tax law or asset transfers - it’s 
about what you value most. Please consider becoming a 
charter member of Legacy of Hope today. Whatever your 
financial situation, there’s a planned gift for you. Contact 
Jennifer Martinez Belt at 501.569.4315 to join.
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Thank You  
for Ensuring 

Our Neighbors  
Are Fed!

THV Summer Cereal Drive
The 17th Annual THV Summer Cereal 
Drive is almost here! Businesses and 
organizations that want to participate 
can sign up now on our website. Last 
year we collected 332,486 boxes of 

cereal and are setting our highest goal yet of 500,000 
boxes! We know that with your support we’ll reach our 
goal! The collections will be broadcasted live by the 
THV11 team during the month of June throughout the 
many community locations collecting cereal and funds. 
Be sure to check our website for the community dates!

JOIN US!

Arkansas Gives
The Arkansas Foodbank 
was once again excited to 
participate in ArkansasGives  
on April 6th. Together, thanks  
to all your generosity, the 

Arkansas Foodbank raised $74,198 and will be able 
to provide 337,990 meals to our hungry Arkansas 
neighbors! We are so thankful for all the support from 
within our community and look forward to many more 
days of giving to come! 

Empty Bowls
Thank you to everyone who joined 
us for our 15th annual Empty 
Bowls. Your generosity made our 
event a wonderful success and the 
money raised will provide food 
for children, families and seniors 

across central and southern Arkansas. We would 
not be able to host Empty Bowls without all of our 
sponsors, media support, artists, and chefs! Thank you 
to everyone who made the night possible and we hope 
to see you all next year!

THANK YOU!

Thank you, Walmart! 
Walmart’s “Fight Hunger, Spark 
Change.” campaign wrapped up 
on May 15th. We’d like to thank 
everyone who purchased the products 
in stores, used their Discover card at 
Walmart, donated at the register and 

used social media to donate meals. 

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
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Trent Roberts first got involved with Arkansas 
Foodbank about 30 years ago while working for the 
state’s industrial development commission. Over the 
years he’s witnessed the need for food assistance grow, 
but also the response. 

He says he’s happy to see his neighbors step up and 
work to conquer such a tough problem. In his years of 
hunger relief, Trent has gained a deep understanding 
of how food insecurity affects his neighbors. He knows 
the reality of SNAP assistance — many recipients still 
don’t have enough to afford healthy groceries.

That’s why he’s so dedicated to being part of the 
solution. Trent serves as treasurer on the Foodbank’s 
board and manages our 10,000 square-foot 
demonstration garden. He uses the garden to grow 
fresh produce and show others how to do the same. 
He’s glad to know the project has inspired individuals, 
school groups and other organizations to start gardens 
of their own.

“There’s a lot of things you can grow — just throw 
the seeds out there, come back and pick it,” Trent says 
with a smile. “It won’t solve the hunger problem, but 
it’s sure going to help people.”

Trent gives his time with a couple other volunteers 
he’s termed his “A-Team”: Lois Hall and Donald Lee. 
The trio works every Tuesday, then two or three days 
a week when the season picks up and every other day 
during the harvest season. 

Trent’s a big believer in making an effort — great 
or small — to help others in the community. He 
paraphrases a Mother Theresa quote posted on one of 
the Foodbank’s walls: “If you can’t feed everybody, start 
with just one.”

“We’re called to serve our neighbors,” he says. 
“Whether that’s volunteering at a pantry, writing 
a check to the Foodbank or donating some cans, 
everybody can do something.”

Trent’s effort, partnership and encouraging words 
are truly inspiring. Thank you for your commitment to 
fighting hunger with the Arkansas Foodbank!

Trent smiles proudly among the 
fresh produce he’s cultivating at the 
Foodbank’s demonstration garden. 

Photo credit: Amy Carper

Trent Roberts  
Is Growing Hope
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Curtis is well-aware of the great need for food 
assistance in his community. He lives in North Little 
Rock and says many of his neighbors are just scraping 
by below the poverty level — especially those who 
are aging or experiencing the effects of the slowly 
recovering economy.

When he spoke with us at Amboy Community 
Pantry, Curtis said that due to his health, his only 
income was a monthly disability check. Living on a 
small, fixed income is difficult since he’s a single parent 
to his teenage son, Mohammed.

Curtis doesn’t receive any SNAP benefits or family 
support and says it feels like he’s all on his own. That 
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“You’re  doing  i t  f rom 
your  he ar t .”

Curtis carries full bags of 
groceries home from Amboy 
Community Pantry in North 
Little Rock.

You Bring 
Relief to 
Struggling 
Parents

is, until he began talking about your partnership with 
the Arkansas Foodbank.

It’s so helpful for Curtis to have access to hearty 
foods rich in protein, like meat and dairy, which are 
often expensive at the store. He loves to make large 
dishes that will last for several meals.

Because he’s so connected to his community, Curtis 
sees the positive impact of your gifts in his neighbors’ 
lives, as well as his own and Mohammed’s. He says he 
hates to think about how detrimental it would be if 
organizations like Amboy Community Pantry, which 
is an Arkansas Foodbank partner, weren’t available. 
He was excited to share his gratitude for your support, 
which keeps the pantry’s shelves full.

“I want to thank you for your assistance,” Curtis 
says. “You’re doing it from your heart, and it benefits 
the community tremendously.”

As you know, this summer, your gifts will be even 
more greatly needed — and appreciated — when kids 
facing hunger lose access to school meal programs. I 
hope you’ll remember our neighbors who are giving 
thanks for you all summer long.

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
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When you give to the Arkansas Foodbank, you 
connect so many deserving people with the food they 
need to thrive. When our staff made a recent visit to 
Fishnet Missions, a Foodbank partner in Jacksonville, 
we met Robin and her 4-year old son, Perry. Her story 
is a shining example of the amazing things that can 
happen when you invest in our community.

Robin is a true fighter: She’s been battling cancer 
for several months, and we talked with her shortly 
after she completed an intense series of chemotherapy. 
Although the treatment has taken a serious toll on 
Robin’s strength and energy level, she smiled brightly 
when we approached her and her little boy. She was 
excited to tell us how helpful Fishnet Missions has 
been for her family.

“I don’t have to buy so much when we grocery shop,” 
Robin says of how things have changed since learning 
about the food pantry. “It frees up my budget.”

Although Robin should be focused on her health 
and recovery during treatment, money is a major 
concern — she hasn’t been able to work due to the 
physical strain of chemo. With Perry and mounting 
medical bills among her many worries, she decided to 
take action.

Robin’s so glad she reached out to Fishnet Missions. 
Because you choose to give, she has the relief of 

Robin and her son, Perry, 
are all smiles at Fishnet 

Missions in Jacksonville.

“ We’d  b e  u p  a  c r e e k 
w i t h o u t  t h i s .”

Thank You for Sharing Hope 
in Our Community!

knowing she can keep herself and her son fed. Robin 
was excited to share her gratitude with friends like you.

“Thank you,” she says. “We’d be up a creek without 
this.”

It’s truly inspiring to witness the life-change made 
possible through your support. Thank you for fighting 
hunger with us!

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
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