
HOL IDAY 2017

THANK YOU 
FOR GIVING 
THE GIFT OF 
FOOD!

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org


Dear Friend,
The holiday season is my favorite time of year. There are so many opportunities 

to see friends like you freely giving your time, energy and resources to ensure our 
struggling neighbors don’t go hungry. Your acts of kindness warm my heart. 

Here in Little Rock, our warehouse is buzzing with excitement as church groups, 
retirees, students and other community members pitch in to meet the holiday 
demand for food. Across our network of member agencies, these efforts mean that 
thousands of families are able to access nourishing meals. 

As you’ll read in the following pages, many of your neighbors have taken the 
opportunity to share their thanks for your generosity. Because of you, families 
like Mahagony’s on page 8 have the support they need to put food on the table 
throughout the holidays. 

Your support has greatly contributed to the growth in the amount of food 
the Arkansas Foodbank has been able to provide this year. When the Arkansas 
Foodbank and Arkansas Rice Depot came together in 2016, our goal was to 
continue to provide at least as much food as the two organizations had separately. 
I’m very proud to tell you that your resources have been used so wisely that we’re 
now able to provide significantly more food — and more nutritious food — than 
both organizations combined could do before joining forces. 

With 2017 winding down, and as we look toward the future, I hope we can 
continue to imagine an Arkansas without hunger. I know that together, we can 
make it happen!

      Gratefully, 

Rhonda Sanders, CEO
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LEGACY OF HOPE
Less than 
half of all 
Americans 

have a current will, even though 
it’s one of the most important 
documents a person can own. 
Planning a will provides for your 
family’s financial security, plus it 
gives you a chance to leave the 
kind of legacy you want to be 
known for.

For more information on how to 
be a part of our Legacy of Hope, 
please contact Sarah Riffle at  
sriffle@arkansasfoodbank.org or  
at 501-569-4319.

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
mailto:sriffle%40arkansasfoodbank.org?subject=
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fresh fruit — meant she could fill her empty cabinets 
and refrigerator despite her financial woes. With 
everything she brought home, she made filling meals 
that provided leftovers throughout the week. 

Because of your generosity to the Arkansas 
Foodbank, Christine knew her kids wouldn’t go 
hungry — a feeling of relief that can’t be overstated. 
This holiday season, your generosity is helping many 
more families just like hers.

“It’s so nice to know there are people unrelated to 
you that care,” said Christine, expressing her gratitude 
to Foodbank supporters like you.

Vilonia is a quiet, friendly town. It’s the kind 
of place where everyone knows everyone, where 
neighbors take care of one another. For Christine, it’s 
also the first place she’s ever requested help from a 
food pantry. 

It was 2014, shortly after a string of deadly 
tornadoes devastated much of Vilonia. While 
Christine’s family was thankfully unharmed, they were 
still without power for weeks. Because of this, most 
of their groceries spoiled within the first few days. 
The pantry at Spirit of Vilonia, their local Arkansas 
Foodbank member agency, was a lifeline during that 
trying time. 

Years later, Christine remembered her positive 
experience with the pantry when her family began 
having financial problems. With four children 
at home, and little money to purchase groceries, 
Christine decided to reach out for help once again. 

For Christine, the food you helped provide — 
which included plenty of lean meat, milk, eggs and 

“ It ’s  s o  n i c e  t o  k n o w 
t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e 

u n r e l a t e d  t o  
y o u  t h at  c a r e .”

Christine at Spirit of Vilonia

Your Gifts 
Help Moms  
Like Christine

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org


YOU’RE HELPING DISASTER RELIEF EFFORTS!
After Hurricane 
Harvey hit Houston, 
the Houston Food 
Bank was on the front 
lines bringing relief 
to the community. 

Due to the great need, other food banks in the Feeding 
America network were called on to help. Because of 
donors like you, we were able to send staff, including 
our communications director, Tyler, along with supplies 
and resources from the Arkansas Foodbank. During 
the month following Harvey, we were honored to help 
the Houston Food Bank distribute 22 million pounds of 
donated product. “It was such a great experience to 
go to the Houston Food Bank and to see the community 
come together,” said Tyler. Thank you for your 
generosity which allowed us to help our neighboring 
states in times of need!
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Thank You 
For Making 

The Holidays 
Bright!

JOIN US!

Harvest Night
Because of your support of our 
2nd annual Harvest Night, 
we were able to raise enough 
funds to provide food for 
300,000 meals for hungry 
families, children, and seniors 

in Arkansas! Thank you to our phenomenal event 
chairs, Robert Klein & Haley Walker Klein, for their 
efforts to help us fight hunger in our state. 

THANK YOU!

Please join us during this all-day event as every 
dollar raised gives FIVE meals to feed hungry 
Arkansans! Tune in to KARK on December 7th to 
learn how to donate!

Giving Tuesday 
On Tuesday, 
November 

28th, 2017, the Arkansas Foodbank needs 
YOUR partnership for a global day of giving and 
philanthropy. You can help to raise awareness 
about hunger in our community and feed a family 
this holiday season. Last year you were able to 
provide food for over 200,000 meals. For more 
information about giving, visit our website at 
arkansasfoodbank.org

Holiday Tribute Cards
Out of gift inspiration this holiday season? Make  
a donation to the Arkansas Foodbank in 
celebration of your friends and loved ones, 
and they’ll receive a special holiday card in 
their honor. Fight hunger and finish your holiday 
shopping all at once! For more information, 
contact Carrie Wilson at 501-569-4317.

KARK Telethon
KARK Channel 4 will once again 
host it’s Food 4 the Holidays 
telethon on December 7th to 
benefit the Arkansas Foodbank. 

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
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Will, Jeb, Benjamin and Harry are proof that it’s 
never too early to start giving back to the community. 
Shortly after the start of the school year, all four boys 
celebrated their fifth birthdays together. But rather 
than presents, they requested gifts to help fight hunger. 

Julianne VanLaningham, one of the boys’ mothers, 
said that because the joint party was open to the entire 
class, including siblings, presents didn’t seem practical. 
That’s when another parent, Kathryn Irby, suggested 
food donations in lieu of gifts. 

For the boys, this new approach to celebrating 
birthdays was a life-changing learning experience. Not 
one of them had ever experienced hunger before, so 
to see the food stacked and ready for delivery to the 

Will, Jeb, Benjamin  
and Harry Four Young 

Friends Join the 
Fight Against 
Hunger

Foodbank helped them understand that other families 
weren’t as fortunate. More importantly, it showed the 
positive impact they could have for their neighbors 
through simple acts of kindness. 

At the Arkansas Foodbank, we’re always inspired 
to learn that members of the next generation are so 
willing and eager to fight hunger. This holiday season, 
partners of all ages are needed. Thank you, Will, Jeb, 
Benjamin, and Harry for helping people who don’t 
have enough to eat!

Gifts From The Heart are gifts that give twice. Not 
only will someone special receive a wonderful treat, but 
all proceeds from the items sold will help feed hungry 
children, families and seniors in Arkansas. 

A wide variety of rice and bean mixes, gift boxes and baskets are available. A free holiday tribute card with a note 
from you will be included with every purchase. Be sure to pick up a few of our gourmet mixes just for yourself, too!

Here are just a few popular mixes for sale this season:

We invite you to shop online at arkansasfoodbank.org or in person at our gift shop located 4301 West 65th 
Street, Little Rock. Monday through Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.

 For more information, please feel free to contact Brandi Johnston at bjohnston@arkansasfoodbank.org  
or (501)-569-4361.

Gourmet Rice Mixes
Arkansas Dirty Rice Holiday Rice
Arkansas Gone Cajun Rice Me Oh My Oh Jambalaya Rice
Garden Harvest Pilaf Presidential Parmesan

Gourmet Soup and 
Chili Mixes
Hillbilly Chili Rainy Day Chili
Hoppin’ John Red Beans & Rice

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
mailto:bjohnston%40arkansasfoodbank.org?subject=


Theresa and Daryl live in Jacksonville with their 
teenage daughter, Tamaya. When she’s not working, 
Theresa splits the remainder of her day between caring 
for her immediate family and visiting her sisters, both 
of whom have major disabilities that prevent them 
from working.

Each week, Theresa spends much of her time in 
the car traveling between work, home and her sisters’ 
place. One day, while she was following her daily 
commute, she heard a radio broadcast about Fishnet 
Missions, a Foodbank member agency in her area. 

Back at home, Theresa shared this information with 
Daryl. For some time, the couple had been struggling 
to put food on the table. Through this pantry, they 
could pick up food that would include rice, beans, 
fresh produce and other essentials. They decided to 
reach out for help. 

From the couple’s very first visit, they knew they’d 
stumbled upon a valuable resource.

7

Daryl and Theresa at Fishnet 
Missions in Jacksonville

Thank You for Helping Daryl and Theresa
In addition to helping fulfill her own family’s 

nutritional needs, Theresa said that the food 
provided through your support of the Foodbank 
benefitted her sisters as well. This was a huge relief, 
as she no longer had to stretch her own food budget 
to cover their groceries. 

After visiting Fishnet Ministries multiple times, 
Theresa and Daryl began to see how you were helping 
so many of their neighbors in Jacksonville. The 
positive impact was written all over the faces of the 
many fellow clients they encountered. 

“The more you give, the more God blesses you,” 
they said. “[Your] donations are helping needy 
families.”

During the holidays, we’re often called upon to care 
for those who need us. Please continue to help families 
like Theresa and Daryl’s – there are so many people 
counting on you!



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA4301 West 65th Street
Little Rock, AR 72209

205 N Martin St 
Warren, AR 71671arkansasfoodbank.org

“It’s a challenge every day, but I know it’s going to 
be okay,” said Mahagony.

This holiday season, the only reason neighbors like 
Mahagony can say this is because of you. A widow 
with two little boys, 4-year-old Carl and 6-year-old 
Dupree, Mahagony is getting by, but just barely. 

Mahagony’s troubles began when Dupree’s dad, an 
Airforce pilot, died in the line of duty when Dupree 
was only three months old. It was an emotional blow 
from which the family has yet to recover. 

When we last spoke with Mahagony, she was caring 
for Carl full-time. He has autism and requires her 
constant attention. Without a paying job, Mahogony’s 
finances have taken a major hit.

Completely dependent on her military survivor’s 

“ T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I  c a n 
r e a l l y  s ay  i s  t h a n k  y o u”

benefits to pay the bills, Mahagony found she 
was ineligible for SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program). The food pantry she  
visits near her home in Bryant has been a true  
lifeline as Mahogany continues to balance her  
many responsibilities. 

 “It means a lot to me,” she said of the food pantry. 
“It’s the only way we’re really able to eat.”

Mahagony hopes to go back to school some day 
and finish her business education. She had to stop 
taking classes after Carl was born. 

Despite everything, Mahagony is still so hopeful 
for her future. The food you help provide to her local 
Foodbank member agency is a vital resource for her 
family. She’s received everything her kids need to 
stay healthy and strong. And she’s especially grateful 
that her family will have nutritious food to help them 
celebrate the season. 

“The only thing I can really say is thank you,” said 
Mahogany with genuine gratitude.

You’re a Lifeline to a Family in Need

Mahogany with her sons, 
Dupree and Carl

https://vimeo.com/arkansasfoodbank
https://www.pinterest.com/arfoodbank/
http://www.instagram.com/arfoodbank
https://www.facebook.com/arkansasfoodbank
https://twitter.com/arfoodbank
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org
http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org

