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MAKING THE 

HOLIDAYS 
BRIGHT!
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Dear Friend,
I just love the holidays. There’s nothing that quite compares with sharing a 

home-cooked meal with the special people in your life. Sadly, not everyone has this 
opportunity, which is why caring Foodbank supporters like you are so important. 

In this holiday issue of Around the Table, you’ll meet a few of the people  
you’ve impacted through your kindness and generosity — like Kim on page 8.  
As you’ll learn shortly, Kim’s had a real tough time putting food on the table for  
her grandkids. But thanks to you, the whole family will have plenty to eat this 
coming Thanksgiving. 

During the holidays, it’s easy to get so caught up in our own plans that we forget 
the needs of those around us. To add to this challenge, hunger is often an invisible 
problem. Someone you know might be struggling to afford food today, but you’d 
never know it unless they told you. 

The solution is simple — supporting this hunger-fighting work so that 
together, we can ensure our neighbors can access nutritious food. And now that 
the Foodbank and Rice Depot are united to fight hunger, I’m certain that success 
stories like the ones included in this newsletter will continue to multiply. You’re 
providing much more than meals, you’re creating a movement to end hunger in our 
33-county service area. 

With all this in mind, I hope you’ll choose to continue with us on this journey 
to help feed more children, families and seniors than ever before. Thank you.

Rhonda Sanders, CEO
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Keith and Anna are just like thousands of other 
parents living in Arkansas. They work hard and try to 
live within their means. At home, they’re raising their 
only child, a sweet one-year-old named Ava. On the 
surface, they seem to have it all — but the truth is that 
this family has been struggling recently. 

After Keith was laid off from his job with a local 
railroad company, the family went from two incomes 
to just one. Unfortunately, Anna, who works as a 
cashier, doesn’t make enough to support their small 
family on her own.  

The couple wasn’t sure how they’d cover their 
expenses while Keith searched for a new job. Between 
the house payment, utility bills and cost of diapers and 
other baby items, this family needed help — fast. It 
was only a matter of time before they’d have to begin 
cutting back on food to afford other bills. 

But because you choose to give, Keith and Anna 
learned they could visit the pantry at Wesley United 

Methodist Church, a member of the Arkansas 
Foodbank’s hunger-fighting network. The couple has 
been able to stock up on the groceries they can’t afford 
on their limited income. 

When Keith first lost his job, one of the family’s 
biggest worries was being able to provide Ava with 
healthy food. But with your support, they’re able to 
receive nutrient-rich vegetables, like the fresh zucchini 
they’re taking home today. This is your generosity in 
action – providing relief to families who don’t have the 
means to put food on the table themselves.  

“Thank you!” Anna says, grateful for your 
partnership. 

“It helps a lot,” adds Keith.

Your Gifts 
Bring 

Holiday 
Cheer to 
a Young 

Family

Ana and Keith with their daughter, Ava

“ It  h e l p s  a  l o t .” 
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LEGACY OF HOPE
Planned giving is one of the best 
ways to ensure your support 
for hunger relief continues into 

the future. It’s not just about tax law or asset transfers - it’s 
about what you value most. Please consider becoming a 
charter member of Legacy of Hope today. Whatever your 
financial situation, there’s a planned gift for you. Contact 
Jennifer Martinez Belt at 501.569.4315 to join.

4 5

You’re 
Spreading 

Joy in Our 
Community! 

Harvest Night
We want to thank all those who 
supported and attended Harvest Night 
on September 10th. It was a tremendous 
success, and the funds raised will help 
provide nutritious food to many families 

in our service area. Thank you for your continued support 
of the Arkansas Foodbank and the goal of fighting 
hunger in our communities. 

Rice Day
The Arkansas Foodbank would 
like to thank everyone for their 
support of Rice Day on September 
29th! Your efforts help provide 
nutritious food to the many 
families, seniors, and children that 

the Arkansas Foodbank serves. Over 287,000 people 
struggle with hunger and you help alleviate that. We 
are thankful for your continued support.

JOIN US!

KARK Telethon 
KARK Channel 4 is hosting its annual 
Food 4 the Holidays telethon on 
December 8th to benefit the Arkansas 
Foodbank. This is an all-day event 

where every dollar raised gives five meals to feed hungry 
Arkansans. Tune in to KARK on December 8th to learn 
how to donate! 
 

Giving Tuesday
 
 

On Tuesday, November 29th, 2016, partner with the 
Foodbank for a global day of giving and philanthropy. 
You can help to raise awareness and feed a family this 
holiday season. Last year you were able to provide 
over 150,000 meals. To learn more about giving, visit 
our website at arkansasfoodbank.org
 

Full on Faith Week
Full on Faith week is an initiative lasting from November 
28th-December 3rd to highlight our faith-based 
organization partners. Faith-based groups make up 
77% of the food pantries in the Arkansas Foodbank 
network. Contact Kevin Black at 501.569.4345 for 
more information on how you and your organization 
can get involved.

THANK YOU!

Holiday Tribute Cards
Looking for the perfect holiday gift?  
Make a gift celebrating your friends 
and loved ones, and they’ll receive a 
special Arkansas Foodbank holiday 

card in their honor.  Fight hunger and finish your holiday 
shopping all at once!  For more information, contact 
Amanda Hamilton at 501-569-4346.

United by a common goal to fight hunger in Arkansas, the Arkansas 
Foodbank and Arkansas Rice Depot have joined together to better fulfill 
their shared mission of providing hungry Arkansans with more healthy and 
nutritious food. Mindful of our roots, the new organization will recognize 
the successful history and honor the legacy of both entities. Uniting the 
two organizations creates one that is stronger going forward and better 
able to serve those in need.
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Volunteer 
Spotlight: 

A Family Makes 
Time to Volunteer At 

the Foodbank

Thomas Coy has dedicated much of his life to 
public service. Today, he’s the Interim Director 
of Curriculum Instruction with the Arkansas 
Department of Education. Before that he was a 
classroom teacher for more than a decade. About four 
years ago, Thomas was inspired to help others in new 
ways by his daughter, Anne Marie. 

As Thomas recalls it, Anne Marie, who was in the 
fourth grade at the time, had recently taken a field trip 
to the Foodbank’s distribution center. Upon returning 
home that day, she told her dad and the rest of the 
family what she’d learned about hunger and urged 
them to volunteer together.  

Ever since then, Thomas’ family has been actively 
involved in hunger relief by packing food, delivering 
meals and working events. These experiences have 
taught Thomas the importance of community and the 
impact that can be achieved when neighbors band 
together to help others.  

Because Thomas is a former educator and his wife, 
Jennie, a current teacher, they both want to ensure that 
their kids learn something every time they volunteer. 
On the ride home after a shift at the Foodbank or 
delivering a food box to an elderly client, Thomas and 
Jennie ask Anne Marie and her younger sister, Alexis, 
what they saw and felt that day. 

For Thomas, it’s especially important that his 
daughters learn to see people, not just need. He 
believes that by treating people with compassion, we 
can make real progress in the fight against hunger — 
and he couldn’t be more right. 

This holiday season, we extend our sincere thanks 
to the Coy family — and countless others — for 
working to provide food for more Arkansans. Your 
gifts of time are truly invaluable!
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Thomas Coy and his daughter, Anne Marie

Gifts From The Heart are gifts that give twice. Not 
only will someone special receive a wonderful treat, but 
all proceeds from the food sold will help feed hungry 
children, families and seniors in Arkansas. 

A wide variety of rice and bean mixes, gift boxes 
and baskets are available at almost any price range. A 
free holiday tribute card with a note from you will be 
included with every purchase. Be sure to pick up a few of 
our gourmet mixes just for yourself, too! 

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org


Nearly one in five Arkansans struggle with hunger. 
That might be hard to imagine, but food insecurity can 
quickly become part of anyone’s life. Just ask Velma, 
who’s been making the most of her situation by giving 
back to her community as a volunteer. 

About a year ago, Velma’s mother told her that 
New Horizons International Ministries, an Arkansas 
Foodbank member, was doing great things for local 
residents. Curious, Velma stopped by and learned that, 
through the support of friends like you, her neighbors 
were being connected with the food they couldn’t 
afford due to financial uncertainty. 

Velma was impressed by what she saw and knew 
she had to get involved. She’s so committed to serving 
others that she normally volunteers at the pantry three 
to five times each week. 

“It’s been a labor of love,” she explains. 
Today Velma is at the pantry portioning and 

bagging staple food items so they’re easy for clients to 
pick up. As someone who has faced hunger, she can 
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A Pantry Client 
Pays Your 
Generosity 
Forward

“I  appre c iate  w hat  you  do  for  us  and  for
your  l ab or  of  love .”

Velma

relate to individuals who come in and wants them to 
have the best experience possible. 

Velma and her mother sometimes have trouble 
filling their own cupboards because they live on a 
limited income. Fortunately, Velma can visit the 
pantry to help supplement their tight budget. She 
takes home healthy groceries, which she uses to 

prepare filling meals like spaghetti and casserole.
As both a volunteer and a pantry client, Velma is 

grateful for caring community members like you. She 
knows first-hand how much your generosity means 
to our hungry neighbors, and she was excited to share 
her gratitude with you. 

“It’s not enough to say thank you,” she says. “I 
appreciate what you do for us.”

Shipping is included on all our items. We invite you to shop online at arkansasfoodbank.org or in person at 
our gift shop located 4301 West 65th Street, Little Rock. Monday through Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm.

For more information, please feel free to contact Rebecca Davis at 501-569-4359.

Gourmet Rice Mixes
Arkansas Basmati Rice Holiday Rice
Arkansas Dirty Rice Yellow Rice with Saffron
Arkansas Gone Cajun Rice Me Oh My Oh Jambalaya Rice
Garden Harvest Pilaf Presidential Parmesan

Gourmet Soup and 
Chili Mixes
Hillbilly Chili Oops! I Spilled the Beans Soup
Hoppin’ Joe Rainy Day Chili
Meatless Monday Soup Red Beans & Rice
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

4301 West 65th Street
Little Rock, AR 72209

Today, Kim is waiting patiently in line at 
Cornerstone Church of the Nazarene’s food pantry. 
Before she learned about this Arkansas Foodbank 
member agency, she was having a hard time affording 
enough food for 4-year-old Arianna, who came with 
her today, and her other young grandchildren. But 
thanks to caring friends like you, she’s about to take 
home armfuls of groceries she wouldn’t be able to buy 
on her own. 

Kim used to work as a server at a local restaurant. 
Money was often tight, but she was always able to get 
by. However, when she became the legal guardian for 
her grandkids, things changed. In order to help the little 
ones through this transition, Kim had to leave her job, a 
decision that was very difficult to make.  

The older kids are in school, and when Arianna 
starts kindergarten next fall, Kim plans to return to 
work. In the meantime, Kim is struggling to cover 
the family’s expenses. With little money left over 

after paying bills, affording food has been a constant 
concern. That is, until a friend told her about the pantry 
at Cornerstone Church.

Now, with the help of your generous gifts, Kim can 
pick up enough nourishing food for her family each 
month. Kim’s grandchildren especially like the yogurt 
and other kid-friendly snacks — items she knows will 
help keep their stomachs full when they’re home from 
school during the holiday break. 

As she carries her full cart to her car, Kim begins to 
tear up when reflecting on what your generosity means 
to her and her family. She says that if she could give you 
a hug to thank you, she would in an instant. 

“Keep up the good work,” Kim says.

“ Ke e p  u p  t h e  g o o d 
w o r k .”

Kim and Arianna 
at Cornerstone 
Church of the 
Nazarene

205 N Martin St 
Warren, AR 71671

arkansasfoodbank.orgVISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE

A Family is Thankful for Your Generosity
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