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Dear Friend,
Your partnership is making a real and lasting difference in the lives of Arkansas 

children and families this summer. This time of year brings an urgent need for food 
assistance as school meal programs are no longer available.

It might sound cliché, but it’s true — our community’s children are our 
community’s future. We must do everything we can to ensure vulnerable girls and 
boys have access to the fuel they need to thrive.

When you give, you help share balanced meals and nutritious groceries through 
the Foodbank’s network of partners and programs. This includes several summer 
feeding sites, most of which serve breakfast, lunch and even an afternoon meal. 
Kids facing hunger are able to show up to eat at these partner sites without having 
to be enrolled in any program.

This important work would not be possible without your support, and your 
neighbors are so grateful for your compassion.

On the following page of this summer edition of Serving Hope you’ll meet 
Gearlean. She’s been having a hard time filling her grandkids’ plates since she had 
to leave her job. 

If it weren’t for your gifts, Gearlean — and countless other people in her 
situation — would struggle to stretch a fixed income to include extra meals for the 
little ones in her care this summer. 

Thank you sincerely for sharing hope with the people in our community who 
need it most. Your generosity keeps me inspired.

      So many thanks, 

Rhonda Sanders, CEO
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Free and reduced-price school meals provide a food 
safety net for families facing hunger. But when those 
programs end, struggling parents have a hard time 
filling their kids’ plates. That’s why your gifts are so 
vital during the summer.

Gearlean is a caring grandmother who lives in 
Jacksonville. She took in her three grandchildren — 
ages 9, 10 and 12 — when their parents were no longer 
able to care for them. She loves spending time with 
the kids — they ride bikes, go swimming and attend 
church together.

Although she enjoys full days with the children 
during the summer, Gearlean was concerned about 
how she’d cover the free meals they typically eat in 
their school cafeteria. She lives on a fixed Social 
Security income and has trouble stretching her budget 
to afford extra expenses.

Worried about buying groceries over the summer, 
Gearlean reached out for help from Fishnet Missions, 
a Foodbank partner near her home. She was excited 
to pick up chicken, beans, greens and other items to 
prepare nutritious meals for her grandkids.
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“ I  ap p r e c i a t e  y o u .”

Gearlean

You’re Bringing 
Relief to Neighbors 
in Jacksonville

Gearlean knows she would not be able to keep her 
kitchen stocked without your support and was happy 
to share her gratitude.

“I appreciate you and don’t know what I’d do 
without [the pantry],” she says. “If it weren’t for 
Fishnet, there’d be a lot of meals missed.”

You share hope in the form of nutritious food  
with so many neighbors like Gearlean. Thank you for 
your partnership!



BECOME A PARTNER IN HOPE 
Even small, monthly gifts add up to make an incredible 
impact over time! You can provide food to hungry 
children, families and seniors all year long when you 
sign up to become a Partner in Hope. This group 
of passionate hunger-relief supporters is vital to our 
mission! It’s easy to sign up, and you can go paperless 
with your gift. To join this special group of supporters, 
visit arkansasfoodbank.org.
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You Bring 
Hope to 

Neighbors of 
All Ages

JOIN US!

Empty Bowls
Our 17th Annual Empty 
Bowls event took place 
May 10. Thank you to 
everyone who came out 
to support the Foodbank 
as we recognized Ben 

Noble of Riceland Foods and raised funds to fight 
hunger. Your generosity will help provide needed 
food across central and southern Arkansas. Thank 
you to presenting sponsor Farm Bureau Insurance 
and our sponsors, media support, artists and chefs. 
We hope to see everyone again next year!

Day of Giving
Thank you to everyone 
who helped make our 
first Arkansas Foodbank 
Day of Giving a success! 

We are always astounded at the generosity of 
Arkansans in the communities we serve. Together, 
we raised funds to provide over 143,025 meals to 
hungry children, seniors and families across central 
and southern Arkansas. We couldn’t have done it 
without YOU.

THANK YOU!

Capital Campaign
The Bridging Hope campaign 
will allow the Foodbank to 
expand its current facility by 
adding a 22,000 sq. ft. 

volunteer center. This expansion will increase the 
Foodbank’s capacity to engage volunteers in packing 
and processing millions of additional pounds of food 
to distribute to those we serve. To learn more, please 
visit arkansasfoodbank.org/about-us/bridging-hope-
capital-campaign. 

THV Summer Cereal Drive
It is just about time for the 19th  
annual THV Summer Cereal Drive 
and businesses and organizations 
that want to participate can sign up 
now on our website. In 2018 we 

collected over 260,000 boxes of cereal! This year 
we are continuing on our road to reach 500,000 
boxes of cereal to feed children in Arkansas year-
round! THV11 will be broadcasting live during June 
at many of the community locations that are collecting 
cereal and funds. Check our website for dates!
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Greenway

Our friends at Greenway Equipment, a local farm 
machinery and service provider, have been loyal 
partners in the fight against hunger for the past seven 
years. Because of their focus on agriculture, Senior Vice 
President Rick Bormann says the Foodbank’s mission 
aligns well with their business.

Rick quotes the company’s CEO, Marshall Stewart, 
in describing their motive for giving: “In an area with 
intense agriculture like we live in, it’s inconceivable  
that we would have any food insecurities — especially 
for children.”

Marshall decided that this year, Greenway would 
expand its efforts to help feed more kids facing hunger. 
He contacted Jason Aldean with an idea — would he 
put his John Deere Gator all-terrain vehicle up for a 
raffle to benefit local food banks’ backpack programs? 
The country music star agreed.

For a $10 donation, people had the chance to win 
Jason Aldean’s Gator — and 100 percent of the proceeds 
would help stop childhood hunger. The campaign 
began just after this past Thanksgiving and concluded at 
the end of January. Arkansas Foodbank was thrilled to 

receive a very generous $37,480 gift from the campaign, 
which will help provide 187,4000 meals for children in 
our service area! 

Rick said its success is due in large part to Greenway 
employees’ support. 

“When we told our employees that one in four 
children face food insecurity, they couldn’t believe 
it,” he says. “Most of us can relate since a lot of us are 
parents. The idea that any child in our area would go 
hungry, we couldn’t fathom that! We wanted to help.”

The effort was more successful than the team could 
imagine, and Rick says they were awed and proud 
of the final total, which helped provide hundreds 
of thousands of meals for the Arkansas Foodbank, 
Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas and the Southeast 
Missouri Food Bank.

Our sincere thanks go out to Rick, Marshall, Jason 
Aldean, our dedicated partners at Greenway and 
everyone who pitched in to make the Gator giveaway 
a success. Your generosity will ensure local children 
have access to consistent nutritious meals through the 
Backpack Program!

Greenway Equipment Champions 
Childhood Hunger Relief!

http://www.arkansasfoodbank.org


This summer, your gifts will help Cassie through 
her recovery and keep her sons growing strong with 
good, nutritious groceries from the pantry.

“Thank you,” Cassie says to friends like you.  
“It means a lot to be able to come up here and feed 
your kids.”

There are so many families like Cassie’s who would 
be missing meals if it weren’t for your support. Your 
neighbors are so grateful you choose to give!

Cassie’s been raising her two teenage boys, 
Guillermo and Marco Antonio, on her own in North 
Little Rock. She’d been managing to provide for them 
until a few months ago, when she was let go from her 
job at a local convenience store.

While Cassie was looking for a new job, one 
morning she woke up and realized she couldn’t move 
one side of her body.

Cassie was terrified to learn she had developed 
a tumor on her spine. She had to have emergency 
surgery and was still recovering when we met her at 
her local Foodbank partner’s food pantry.

Between her job loss and health problems, Cassie 
was stressed about providing for Marco Antonio and 
Guillermo. They’re growing boys with hearty appetites, 
and with summer looming, she knew she’d need help 
with food when the boys lost access to school meals. 
Cassie was so glad she had somewhere to turn.

“ It  m e a n s  a  l o t  t o  b e  a b l e 
t o  c o m e  u p  h e r e  a n d  f e e d 

y o u r  k i d s .”
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Cassie

You Help Families 
Recover and Thrive



hesitant to try them. She encourages them to taste 
just one bite, and often, that’s all it takes for them to 
change their minds.

The Boys & Girls Club serves breakfast, lunch and 
dinner during the summer, and after-school meals 
during the school year. Beyond food, the program also 
provides tutoring, exercise and enriching activities to 
help kids thrive. 

The Club’s positive impact is evident in its former 
members’ success. Many are now nurses, teachers and 
coaches, and Renna says they often return to speak 
about their experience and encourage children to 
work hard and do their best. 

Your generosity makes a big difference in the lives 
of children and families through programs like the 
Boys & Girls Club of McGehee. Many Club members 
wouldn’t have access to quality food if it weren’t for 
your support of the Arkansas Foodbank. Renna often 
receives heartfelt thanks from parents who struggle to 
fill their pantries and wouldn’t have the means to feed 
their children without help.

“I appreciate you,” Renna says to caring friends like 
you. “The kids rely on the [meals] and look forward 
to them. [The Arkansas Foodbank] has made a big 
impact in the lives of the children.”

Your partnership makes incredible things possible. 
Thank you for fighting hunger with us!

“These are kids who are hungry, and we’re feeding 
them breakfast, lunch and dinner,” says Renna Polite, 
director of operations at the Boys & Girls Club of 
McGehee. “Without the donors, I don’t know what 
they’d do.”

The Boys & Girls Club of McGehee has been 
partnering with Arkansas Foodbank in the fight 
against summer hunger for more than seven years. 
The Club annually connects 650 children, ages 6 to 18, 
with balanced meals.

Renna says many of the kids she serves haven’t 
been exposed to many healthy foods and are often 
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