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Dear Friend,
It’s such an exciting time of the year! Students are heading back to class, we’ll 

soon have some relief from the heat, and one of my very favorite events is quickly 
approaching — Hunger Action Month!

Every September, caring neighbors like you come together to support people 
in our community who are facing hunger. It’s a true inspiration to see individuals 
donate money, volunteer their time and their voice to raise awareness about people 
going hungry here in Arkansas. 

And what’s more — your efforts make a real difference! You can see evidence of 
your action against hunger in the following pages.

At this time of year, we focus on the academic success of Arkansas children. 
Kids are fortunate to once again have school meals to count on, but they’re still 
at risk of hunger after school and over the weekend. With the cost of uniforms, 
haircuts, new shoes and other back-to-school expenses, many families are 
struggling to afford groceries.

There is a clear connection between education and nutrition. Kids need 
balanced meals on the table — and they need them every day. 

You help make sure children can focus at school, stay active and enjoy every day 
of just being a kid. I hope you know how important your role in this work is. Just 
flip through this issue of Serving Hope to meet a few of the many people who are 
living better lives because you choose to give.

I’m thankful every day that you choose to support hunger relief here in central 
and southern Arkansas. You help so much!

      So many thanks, 

Rhonda Sanders, CEO
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After working nearly 20 years for a collection 
agency — and even sharing ownership of the company 
— Valerie was devastated to be laid off. She and 
her husband, who works in maintenance, had been 
making good money. They didn’t know what it was 
like to struggle.

But after Valerie’s department was eliminated, she 
no longer had the means to provide consistent healthy 
food for her two children — Stormy, 3, and Breezy, 7.

“Sometimes it’s paycheck to paycheck,” Valerie says 
of her family’s situation. “Sometimes you just can’t buy 
food because you have to pay bills...sometimes you’re 
two paychecks away from being homeless.”

Stormy and her big sister are active kids — they 
love to play outside, draw with chalk and jump on the 
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“S o m e t i m e s  y o u  j u s t  c a n’t  b u y  f o o d 
b e c au s e  y o u  h av e  t o  p ay  y o u r  b i l l s .”

Valerie and her 
daughter, Stormy

You’re a Lifeline to Your 
Arkansas Neighbors

trampoline. The girls need balanced meals on the table 
to learn, grow and thrive. As their parents work to get 
back on solid financial footing, they need your help to 
keep nutritious food on the table.

Your partnership means countless children like 
Stormy and Breezy have enough to eat. When Valerie 
and her husband don’t have the means to afford 
groceries, they can visit their local Foodbank  
partner food pantry to pick up a variety of fresh, 
healthy foods.

Valerie says reaching out for help was difficult at 
first, but she’s so grateful she can now provide for her 
growing children.

You mean the difference between local families 
going hungry and having a hearty meal on the table. 
Thank you for bringing hope to families here in 
central and southern Arkansas!

http://arkansasfoodbank.org


BECOME A PARTNER IN HOPE 
Even small, monthly gifts add up to make an incredible 
impact over time! You can provide food to hungry 
children, families and seniors all year long when you 
sign up to become a Partner in Hope. This group 
of passionate hunger-relief supporters is vital to our 
mission! It’s easy to sign up, and you can go paperless 
with your gift. To join this special group of supporters, 
visit arkansasfoodbank.org.
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You Bring 
Hope to 

Neighbors of 
All Ages

JOIN US!

Summer Cereal Drive Thank You!
Thank you to everyone 
who supported our 
efforts for the THV11 
Summer Cereal Drive! 
With the help of our 
amazing community, 
we are so proud to 

announce that we collected 320,383 boxes of 
cereal. The cereal we collected will be given to 
hungry children and families all year long. Thank 
you to those who supported our cause and a 
special thanks to THV 11! Be sure to stay tuned for 
2020, which will be the 20th anniversary of the 
Summer Cereal Drive!

THANK YOU!

Hunger Action Month
One in every five Arkansans 
don’t have reliable access 
to food. This statistic shapes 
and drives the Foodbank’s 
mission. Throughout the 

month of September we’ll introduce you to the face 
of hunger: the single mom working two jobs, the 
veteran who has a disability, the child who struggled 
without school meals over the summer and the family 
whose budget is just stretched too thin.  

Stay tuned to learn how you can fight hunger with 
us and help make our communities a better place to 
call home — now and for future generations. 

Advocate. Educate. Volunteer. Donate. Everyone has 
a role to play in solving hunger! 

Harvest Night
We’re kicking off 
Hunger Action Month 
with a bang this year! 
Join us at the fourth 

annual Harvest Night on September 7. There will 
be live music, true southern food and activities for 
the whole family to enjoy. Funds raised through 
this event will go toward fighting hunger in our 
community! Visit arkansasfoodbank.org for more 
information and to buy tickets.
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Greenway

Hill Farm Elementary in Bryant hosts the 
Foodbank’s Backpack Program to make sure kids have 
enough to eat over the weekend. But at Hill Farm, the 
students themselves — members of the Community 
Club — are responsible for packing the bags and 
stocking the school’s food pantry.

Samantha Herbner, a counselor at the school, runs 
the Club and says it raises awareness of students’ needs, 
builds character and helps kids develop important skills 
— in addition to alleviating hunger.

“The students packing the food take ownership 
in being an active part in serving the community,” 
Samantha says. “They really grow in their teamwork 
and leadership skills by working together and assuming 
responsibility to make sure all of the food bags are 
prepared properly.”

To become a member of the Community Club, 
interested students must fill out an application, write 

an essay and complete an interview. They also commit 
to weekly meetings to assemble the bags and monthly 
meetings to unload the Foodbank delivery truck and fill 
pantry shelves.

Samantha passes out the weekend backpacks each 
Friday herself to keep participating students’ identities 
confidential. She says they’re always excited and grateful 
to receive the food. Samantha knows many kids would 
previously ration out their school meals in order to take 
food home on Fridays. She’s so grateful you help make 
the Backpack Program possible for kids facing hunger.

“Thank you so much for all you do for your 
community,” she says. “It really is heartwarming to 
know we’re helping to end childhood hunger one 
student at a time.”

Our sincere thanks go out to Samantha and her 
dedicated Community Club members for their role in 
fighting childhood hunger.

Hill Farm Community Club  
is Fighting Hunger
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Your support of the Arkansas Foodbank funds 
innovative solutions to hunger, like the Backpack 
Program. The weekend backpacks are full of nutritious, 
kid-friendly items and give children a sense of security 
knowing they have consistent food to count on.

Karla Jones implemented the Backpack Program 
at Seventh Street Elementary School in North Little 
Rock. When she took on her role as school counselor, 
she says she was shocked by how many students would 
show up to class hungry.

“Just about everyday I’d receive an email from a 
teacher stating their student has been missing meals at 
home due to financial strains or small servings being 
stretched thin because of the amount of members in 
one household,” Karla says.

That’s why she spearheaded Seventh Street’s 
partnership with the Foodbank to provide weekend 
backpacks. Karla says kids and their families are 
incredibly grateful for the help filling the gap between 
lunch at school on Friday and school breakfast on 
Monday.

One family’s story was particularly memorable 
for Karla. A little boy’s mother has a disability that 
prevents her from working and providing enough food 
for him and his siblings. Karla says every Friday when 
he receives his bag, he takes time to say ‘thank you’ on 
behalf of his family. 

“To be able to have such a program gives our 
community a sense of hope and reassurance that no 
matter the circumstance, assistance will be there for 
your children to succeed throughout their academic 
school year,” Karla says.

Thank you for making initiatives like the Backpack 
Program possible for families in our community who 
face hunger. You share hope with so many people 
through your generous support!
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Karla Jones, school counselor at 
Seventh Street Elementary School

You Provide 
Backpacks Full of 
Kid-Friendly Food

“ To  b e  a b l e  t o  h a v e 
s u c h  a  p r o g r a m  g i v e s 

o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a  
s e n s e  o f  h o p e .”

http://arkansasfoodbank.org


“Honestly, I don’t know what I’d do without  
you,” she says to friends like you. “You’ve really been  
a blessing.”

Good, nutritious food is essential for Jennifer’s 
health and Marcus’s growth and development. Because 
you choose to give, she can find a variety of healthy 
groceries at Helping Hands to put balanced meals on 
her family’s table.

Whether neighbors aren’t able to earn a sufficient 
income or are facing a temporary financial setback, 
you’re a source of hope.  

“Thank you so much,” Jennifer says. “I really 
appreciate what you do because you don’t have to give, 
but you do.”

“I’m trying to make it through and I have a growing 
boy,” Jennifer says. “Through Helping Hands, I can 
give him the food he needs.”

Being able to access healthy groceries from 
Helping Hands of Greater Little Rock, a Foodbank 
partner near her home, has been life-changing for 
Jennifer. She’s raising her son, Marcus*, 7, on her own. 
Unfortunately, due to a disability, she’s not able to earn 
much money to provide for him.  

When Jennifer first became ill, she spent so much 
time in and out of the hospital that she couldn’t work. 
She was really struggling financially and stressed about 
affording food to fill Marcus’s plate.

One day at church, Jennifer saw a flyer about 
Helping Hands. She says the food pantry has been a 
huge help for her over the years. Although she receives 
disability assistance now, it doesn’t go very far. Jennifer 
says she has often faced the tough decision of whether 
to buy food or pay bills. 

4301 West 65th Street
Little Rock, AR 72209

205 N Martin St 
Warren, AR 71671

“ I  r e a l l y  ap p r e c i a t e  
w h at  y o u  d o.”

Your Support Is Growing Strong Families

Jennifer and her son, Marcus.

*Child’s name has been changed.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
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