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Dear Friend,
This is always a special time of year, but this holiday season will be especially 

meaningful for my family. It’s sadly the first without my dad, who passed away this 
year. My parents always taught me to give — to set a place at the table for anyone 
who needed it. I’ll be missing them at our holiday meals.

But it’s also the first holiday season I’m a grandma. Having this new life at our 
celebrations makes me very aware of the future. Like every parent and grandparent, 
I want to make sure my grandchild has access to every opportunity. 

For some in our community — that desire is as basic as making sure their 
children have enough good food to eat. And your gifts provide your neighbors of 
all ages with the hope of another meal and a brighter future. 

Right now, I’m very excited about how your partnership is improving the 
Foodbank’s service and expanding our reach.

Our fresh produce initiative is connecting families with a wide variety of 
healthy, nourishing food. We began construction on our new volunteer center 
this past summer and expect to open its doors come spring. And thanks to new 
opportunities and funding, our mobile distribution program will soon share more 
nutritious groceries with neighbors in rural and underserved areas across our state!

There’s no way we could launch these important projects without you. Faithful 
donors and volunteers are the only reason we’re able to provide such a large 
amount of high quality food for people in need. 

Here at the Foodbank, we’re giving thanks for your generosity this holiday 
season. I look forward to our continued partnership in the new year.

      Gratefully, 

Rhonda Sanders, CEO
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Martha loves the healthy food and friendly 
volunteers at the agency’s food pantry, and it’s a 
comfort to know she has somewhere to turn for help. 
She was excited to share her thanks with you.

“You’re great!” Martha says to friends like you. “The 
pantry has been wonderful.”

Martha’s looking forward to spending the holidays 
with her daughter and sister — she’s always been the 
chef of the family and can’t wait to contribute to the 
family meal with her signature dishes.  

You’re spreading joy across 33 counties this holiday 
season through your generous support. Thank you!

 Martha is a pillar of her Lonoke community. She 
raised her family and worked as a nurse’s aide at 
Baptist Memorial Hospital for more than 20 years.

“I’ve always taken care of myself and I try not to ask 
people for too much,” she says.

But with just Social Security to depend on in her 
golden years, Martha’s struggling. She has numerous 
health problems including arthritis, back pain and 
pulmonary disease. After paying for doctor visits, 
gasoline and bills, there’s not always enough money 
left for groceries.

This is a real problem. Martha needs good nutrition 
to support her health, but she just doesn’t have the 
means to access it.

Although she prides herself on being self-sufficient, 
Martha knew she needed to ask for help. She reached 
out to her local Arkansas Foodbank partner: Family 
Resource Services, Inc. in Lonoke.

“ T h e  p a nt r y  h a s  b e e n 
w o n d e r f u l .”

Martha is Giving Thanks for YOU!

Martha
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BECOME A PARTNER IN HOPE 
Even small, monthly gifts add up to make an incredible 
impact over time! You can provide food to hungry 
children, families and seniors all year long when you 
sign up to become a Partner in Hope. This group 
of passionate hunger-relief supporters is vital to our 
mission! It’s easy to sign up, and you can go paperless 
with your gift. To join this special group of supporters, 
visit arkansasfoodbank.org.
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You Bring 
Hope to 

Neighbors of 
All Ages

JOIN US!

Harvest Night
Thank you to everyone 
who joined us for our 
4th Annual Harvest 
Night! Because of 

generous donors like you, the Arkansas Foodbank 
was able to raise enough funds to provide food for 
an amazing 370,470 meals for hungry families, 
children and seniors in central and southern 
Arkansas. This event would not have been possible 
without our hunger-fighting event chairs, HollyAnn 
and Josh Neal, and our presenting sponsor, 
Riceland. Thank you to all who attended and made 
this night a success!

THANK YOU!

Giving Tuesday | December 3

This year #GivingTuesday is December 3, and 
the Arkansas Foodbank is asking you to join us for 
this global day of giving and philanthropy! Help 
raise awareness about hunger in your community 
and provide food for families this holiday 
season. For more information about giving, visit 
arkansasfoodbank.org.
 

KARK Food 4 The Holidays Telethon |  December 11 
KARK Channel 4’s Food 4 the 
Holidays telethon will take place 
December 11 and benefit the 
Arkansas Foodbank. Every dollar 

raised at this all-day event will help provide food 
for FIVE meals for hungry Arkansans. Watch KARK 
and help feed families throughout the holidays. 
 

Holiday Tribute Cards!
Need a gift for a friend or relative? Look no 
further! You can make a donation to the Arkansas 
Foodbank in celebration of someone you love, and 
they’ll receive a special holiday card in their honor. 
You can do your holiday shopping and make a 
charitable donation at the same time. For more 
information, contact Meredith Foster at 501-569-
4317.
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Ken Brumley

Ken Brumley has earned the title “Mr. Bread 
Basket” for his dedicated service at The Bread Basket 
food pantry, which partners with the Foodbank to 
share groceries in Conway. He gives time at the pantry 
nearly every day and has been volunteering for the 
past 15 years.

Ken relocated to Conway from Indiana to be closer 
to family and began attending Wesley United Methodist 
Church with his daughter. He saw The Bread Basket in 
operation and decided to join in the effort.

“It keeps me busy,” Ken says of his service. “It’s like 
working a part-time job — instead of money, you get a 
good feeling about what you’re doing.”

In addition to passing out food twice a week, 
Ken orders from the Foodbank and treks across his 
community collecting donations and even spending his 
own money at local stores to make sure there’s a wide 
variety of healthy food to share.

Over the years, Ken says he’s seen the pantry grow 
from serving about 10 households a month to nearly 
1,000! While he’s excited about the impact The Bread 
Basket is making, he’s concerned about the high need 
for groceries in the area. He understands that having 
a job doesn’t mean his neighbors have the means to 
afford enough food.

“You see more and more people coming, more and 
more people in need,” Ken says. “You’d think if people 
are getting jobs it would slow down, but the need is 
still there.”

Ken is truly one of the most committed people 
in our hunger relief network. We couldn’t be more 
grateful for his steadfast service in the fight against 
hunger in Conway.

Thank you, Mr. Bread Basket, for making your 
community an even better place to call home!

Ken is a Hunger Relief 
Champion!
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Linda is a dedicated, hardworking mother and 
grandmother. She cares for both her adult child who 
has a disability and 10-year-old grandchild in addition 
to holding a full-time job. Unfortunately, even with 
her income, she has a hard time financially.

“It’s a struggle raising kids and trying to pay bills,” 
Linda says. “I have to work 50 to 60 hours a week 
sometimes just to make ends meet.”

She says the only time she’s ever missed work was 
when her mother passed away a few years ago. The 
loss hit her hard as the pair were very close. Linda 
attributes her creativity in the kitchen to her mom’s 
ability to make a meal out of whatever food was in the 
house growing up.

Because of your generosity, Linda now has access to 
a variety of groceries to use for family meals from her 
local Foodbank partner.

Having help with food will be especially important 
to Linda during the holidays. Food and family go 
hand-in-hand at this time of year, and she can’t wait  
to prepare a special meal for her loved ones.

“[The food] means a lot,” Linda says with a  
warm smile.

So many neighbors across central and southern 
Arkansas are giving thanks for your support. Having 
enough to eat seems so simple, but food assistance 
truly changes lives for the better. Thank you for 
feeding hope with the Foodbank!

7

Linda

Your Support Brings a Smile to Linda’s Face

“ [ T h e  f o o d ]  m e a n s  
a  l o t .”

http://arkansasfoodbank.org


4301 West 65th Street
Little Rock, AR 72209

205 N Martin St 
Warren, AR 71671

“This food means I can take care of my kids,” Jearl 
says as he carries a box filled with healthy groceries 
to his car. “The pantry helps me get through until my 
next paycheck.”

We met Jearl and his daughter, Mariah, as they 
chose healthy groceries from The Bread Basket at 
Wesley United Methodist Church, a Foodbank  
partner agency in Conway. Jearl told us the pantry 
has been incredibly helpful — he often has trouble 
providing nutritious food for his family due to his 
limited income.

As a disabled veteran, Jearl is currently unable to 
work. Unfortunately, his assistance checks can’t always 
stretch to cover his family’s expenses. 

Your support makes a big difference. Because 
you choose to give, Jearl has help when a trip to the 
grocery store isn’t in the budget.

The holidays can be especially difficult for our 

“ T h i s  f o o d  m e a n s  I  c a n 
t a k e  c a r e  o f  my  k i d s .”

Mariah & Jearl

Thank You for Bringing Hope 
to Local Families

neighbors facing hunger because of the season’s 
emphasis on big, celebratory meals. Fortunately, 
countless families like Jearl’s can celebrate together, 
thanks to your gifts.

As her dad loaded the car with their box full of 
food, Mariah took a moment to share a message with 
you on behalf of her family.

“Please tell those who give thank you so much for 
helping us,” she says. “The food is so helpful.”

You’re sharing hope in the form of nutritious 
food during this special season and throughout the 
year. Thank you for the role you play in helping your 
neighbors thrive!
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