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Like so many of us, Kadi and her family were shocked 
by how abruptly daily life changed during the COVID-19 
pandemic. When a directive on social distancing was 
announced in Arkansas, Kadi was worried about how  
she would care for her family and still protect her fellow  
co-workers and the elderly residents in her care.

She said, “With me working at a nursing home, I can’t 
really get out and go to the store and get food. I have an 
eight-month-old daughter at home, so I can’t risk my family 
or my residents that I work with every single day. We still 
get new residents in because there are people that need us. 
So I’m the one the most at risk because I’m out doing stuff 
and working with my residents.”

But thanks to the generosity of caring friends like 
you, Kadi and her family can get the support they 
need to stock their home with fresh, nutritious food. 
She visits a mobile food distribution in her community and is 
grateful to the Arkansas Foodbank for making this help possible.

Kadi also picks up food for her parents who live nearby, 
because they have been forced to stay at home due to 
health concerns. “My mom lives across the street from me 
and she has multiple health problems, so she can’t go out. 
 

We have a bunch of people that have low immune systems 
where we’re at.”

“My husband has heart conditions,” Kadi said. “If he were 
to get the coronavirus … the doctors already told him if he 
has one more heart attack, he won’t survive.” 

Kadi is thankful for the assistance she receives during 
these challenging times and hopes that life will soon 
return to normal so she can shop and go about her daily 
routine without fear. “The closest Walmart is still 20 miles 
away, so it’s just hard to get there. This really helps. 
Thank you.”

It has been incredible to see the outpouring 
of support for the Arkansas Foodbank from 
generous civic partners and friends during the 
pandemic. As more and more of our neighbors 
are struggling with unemployment, poverty, and 
even homelessness due to recent events, we are 
grateful for how you have stepped up to help 
get life-saving food into the hands of those who 
need it most. Thank you for caring and coming 
together as a community to help your hungry 
neighbors make the best of this difficult time.

Protecting Their Family 
During the Pandemic

Kadi Williams 
& Lydia Rogers



Just like the rest of the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected the way we can 
function and work in our community. From the time everything first started happening in 
other areas and us recognizing, early on, that this was going to be a nationwide crisis, 
we started preparing. Acquiring supplies, putting in orders for food, and starting to think 
through what we would do differently because we fully recognized that the people who 
are going to be hit hardest are the very clients we serve every day. We recognized that 
we would have to be ready to adapt and do things differently, and that is exactly what 
has played out.

Within three days of the schools closing, we were geared up and had 1,500 food 
boxes ready to go home with kids. That quickly expanded to 3,000 food boxes, then 
5,000 food boxes, and now we have 8,000 weekly food boxes on order from school 
districts to help feed local kids who started attending school online. From that point, 
everything just exploded.

We have had to shift how we use volunteers — instead of being able to have 100 or 
150 volunteers to help, we could only get 30 to 40 volunteers in our building each day. 
That was a huge adjustment that we’ve had to make and figure out how to prepare 
all these food boxes as the numbers kept growing. It has been hard work, and these 
incredible volunteers are busy from the time they step in the door till they leave.

We’ve also been very diligent screening our employees and keeping our building clean 
to ensure the safety of our staff and volunteers. I would take the early shift, sit at the 
door, and take the temperature of our staff as they come in the door each morning to 
ensure they are healthy. I don’t want us to be forced to shut down for three days while 
we deep clean the building, which would mean we would miss serving our neighbors 
who desperately need food.

Thankfully, there are signs of improvement and restrictions are lessening. But we still 
need your support to make it through this, because we’ve given all we’ve got and there 
are still people who are recovering. Many of our neighbors lost jobs or went without 
income during this, and we don’t know what kind of jobs will be available for them to 
go back to and what those jobs are going to look like. 

There are still rough days ahead but, with the continued support of dedicated friends 
like you, we will all get through this together.

 

Rhonda Sanders 
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Despite three years of chemotherapy, at 73-years-old Faye 
has more energy than most teenagers. After retiring and 
moving to her small town of Eudora, Faye wasn’t ready to 
take it easy and wanted a way to help others. 

That’s why Faye eagerly agreed to take over managing her 
local food pantry. She purchases food, works with volunteers, 
and manages the distribution the third Wednesday of every 
month. “I have some excellent volunteers and we work hard 
all day,” she said. “The only pay they get is a box of food.”

The assistance she provides is more important than ever. 
The only grocery store in Eudora closed a few months ago, 
leaving people to either pick up basics at the dollar store or 
drive 20 to 30 miles each way to the nearest grocery. 

She said, “I used to have a van and deliver food boxes to 
seniors and those who were sick and shut in. But the van was 
costing me too much money and needed repairs, so I don’t 
have it anymore.”

Faye is even willing to use her own car to drive someone in 
need to the grocery store. She has put 12,000 miles on her 
car in the last 9 months!

A local building has graciously allowed Faye to host the 
pantry on-site each month. But the space is small, there is not 
enough refrigeration, and she isn’t able to store food there, 
so she must bring it in the morning of distribution. She hopes 

their situation will soon improve. “In the near future — the 
next two or three years — we should have a larger place. 
We will have storage, and I’m looking forward to that!”

Adding to her burden has been the recent increase in people 
needing help due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The shortage 
in grocery stores has made it more difficult and costly to 
acquire the food her pantry needs each month — nearly 
tripling her cost. It has also caused unique challenges trying 
to keep her volunteers and clients safe. “Because of the 
coronavirus, I had to get masks and gloves for my volunteers. 
We had a line of cars pull up, side by side. I had one 
volunteer get their name and information and we wouldn’t let 
anyone else touch the pen and the pad. We’re trying to have 
as little contact as we can.”

Despite all the difficulties she faces, Faye is happy to serve 
her hungry neighbors and do everything she can to keep 
helping her small town. She is grateful for the support of the 
Arkansas Foodbank, and the kindhearted donors who help 
provide the food.

“I just thank you for caring. Thank you for your time because 
you could be doing other things, but instead you’re helping 
me. None of us know what will happen in life or 
if we’re going to be in the food line next week. 
So it’s always important that, if you are in the 
position to help somebody, you help.”

A Huge Heart for Her Community

Faye

None of us know 
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James was one of hundreds of people at a mobile food distribution 
in Clinton recently. Pee Dee Baptist, a local church, stepped up to 
distribute our emergency boxes after our biggest pantry in their 
community closed during the pandemic. 

That pantry normally served about 500 clients each week, so 
having to shut their doors really hurt the local community. In order 
to ensure their neighbors get the food they need, volunteers from 
the church have agreed to host pop up mobile distributions in 
various locations. They pass out 500 boxes every week, serving 
people like James.

“It’s such a blessing because my wife is hard-pressed with what 
she does for a living,” James says. “We’re struggling right now.”

James also picks up food for his son’s family, because they, too, 
are having a hard time making it. He said, “My daughter-in-law is 
pregnant and she’s out of work. She can’t work now because of 
COVID-19 and the risk. Thank you for helping.”

As people across our state and throughout the country 
struggle to rebuild their lives, we are seeing more 
and more people visiting the food pantry for the first 
time. Thank you for caring about every man, woman 
and child who is struggling with hunger and giving 
generously to provide them with nourishing food!

Staying Afloat During 
Difficult Days
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James Grimes

Staying Strong, Together
Over the past few months, countless lives have been impacted 
by COVID-19.  Businesses have closed their doors, people 
have lost their jobs and their income, and schools have closed 
for the remainder of the school year, leaving children without 
access to breakfast and lunch they desperately need. 

The Foodbank and our partners are truly on the front lines 
of this pandemic, ensuring Arkansans have the most basic 
of needs right now — food. We’re working hard packing 
thousands of emergency boxes, increasing the capacity of 
our partners to distribute more food, and hosting mobile food 
distributions in the 33 counties we serve to make sure that we 
are getting food out safely and efficiently to those in need. 

Our local partners have also adapted quickly to doing 
drive-thru models of distributions to ensure the safety of 

our agencies and clients. The demand has been steadily 
increasing, and we will be feeling the effects of COVID-19 
for many months to come. In March alone, we distributed  
1 million more pounds of food than we did in March of 2019. 

If you and your family are doing well, and you 
are able to make a gift, please support the 
Arkansas Foodbank with a donation today at 
arkansasfoodbank.org/donate. Any amount will 
help make a difference in the lives of our hurting, 
hungry neighbors. Thank you for each of you 
who have already donated and who continue to 
give to help support this critical work. We need 
you now, more than ever.


