
Tayler loves staying at home to take care of her one-year-old 
son. But with only her husband working, money is tight for this 
little family. 

“My husband took a pay cut so he could be at home more, 
and then our rent went up at the same time. We just need a 
little bit of help making the ends meet in the middle,” she said.

Tayler’s sister-in-law has three kids and was also looking for 
help with food. Tayler did an online search for resources in 
Conway and found a local pantry supported by Arkansas 
Foodbank. Though she was nervous about asking for 
help — something she had never done before — Tayler was 
determined to keep her family fed. She was surprised at what 
she found the first time she went.

“The people there are really nice. They make sure we know 
that they have diapers or whatever else you need. I take my 
sister-in-law with me because she doesn’t have a vehicle right 
now, so she has to rely on me to help her get around. Thanks 
to the Foodbank we’re able to keep milk in the fridge a little 
bit easier and I can get things I need for my son. Whatever 
money I’m saving goes toward the baby.”

Tayler is especially grateful for the help this holiday. The food 
she gets means a little more pocket money so she can buy a 

present for her son and other family members, as well as cook 
a special holiday meal.

“Now I don’t have to choose between buying food 
and getting a present for a kid in my family. I don’t 
want them to feel like we love them less because 
they didn’t get a Christmas present this year.”

Though she never imagined she would need to visit a food 
pantry, Tayler is thankful for the support of friends like YOU 
who provide assistance during her time of need.

“It takes just one missed paycheck for people to not be able 
to feed their kids … that’s all. Thank you for making sure I’m 
able to feed my son. I can go without, but I’m going to do 
everything I can to make sure he doesn’t have to. Hopefully, 
this isn’t something I need to rely on forever, but it’s nice that 
it’s here right now.”

Thank you for caring about our neighbors like 
Tayler and her family! Because of your generosity, 
Arkansas families will be able to keep food on the 
table this holiday season.

A Mother’s Sacrifice

Tayler
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If you’re like us, you’ve probably wondered what 2020 would 
have been like without all of its unique challenges. Sure, it’s been 
tough. But this year — we became stronger. 

We accomplished more than we thought possible. We reached out to our 
neighbors more. Served more families. Provided more meals. We adjusted 
because we had to do things differently. 

We graciously celebrate these wins knowing YOU made them possible. YOU 
are the reason we accomplished the impossible in 2020.

You’ve been so incredibly generous to help your fellow Arkansans who are 
struggling. As this year comes to a close and we reflect on both the successes 
and challenges, we recognize that even in 2020 we still have plenty of 
blessings to count. 

One of those blessings is that the Foodbank is once again welcoming 
volunteers, which is a tremendous help. But as people have been slow to come 
back, we’re still in urgent need of assistance. If you are able, this is a fabulous 
time to volunteer as a family, church or office group to celebrate together and 
give back at the same time. (Like Staci, whose story is on the back page.) 

Or perhaps you could help by donating shelf-stable, canned food items. These 
non-perishables are greatly needed this time of year to help carry families 
through the holiday (such as Tayler in our cover story). This is a very busy time of 
year, but it’s always a time when friends and community partners give the most, 
carrying us into the New Year so we can continue to serve our hungry neighbors. 

As difficult as 2020 has been, our supporters have made sure that local 
children, families and seniors have food to eat (like Rick and Traci, page 3). 
Please remember, though, that as we go into the holiday season there are 
still men and women who don’t have jobs … kids who are going hungry … 
working families struggling to put food on the table.

That’s what the holiday season is all about. Giving back … being thankful … 
and reflecting on the time we’ve had to serve our neighbors. With your help, 
the Foodbank will be here to feed everyone in need this holiday season and 
into 2021. Thank you for caring, and I wish you and your loved ones a joyous 
holiday season!

Rhonda Sanders 
CEO

2

Hope for the Holidays

Board of Directors

You’ve been 
so incredibly 
generous to 
help your fellow 
Arkansans who 
are struggling. 

OFFICERS

Will Montgomery — President
Anton Janik — Vice-President
Trent Roberts — Treasurer
Ashley Wimberley — Secretary
Cliff McKinney — Parliamentarian

MEMBERS

Ashten Adamson
Bob Beach
Patricia Brown
Joe Copeland
Luke Cordova
Gordon Garlington
Dr. Charles Glasier

Jordan Johnson
David Locke
ShaRhonda Love
Matt McDaniel
Dr. Larry Miller
Kathryn Roberts
Wes Simpson

Neill Sloan
Maria Smedley
Dustin Smith
Lauren Waldrip Ward
Maggie Young



3

It’s no exaggeration to say Rick and Traci have a huge heart for serving 
people who are hurting in their community. Though Rick works full-time as an 
insurance sales agent and Traci stays at home to care for their 7 children, they 
still find time to lead the Soul Food Café Mission in Conway. 

When asked what they do, Traci said, “We give out food boxes every 
week and serve hot meals. We hand out clothing and health 
and beauty items. Offer free haircuts, showers, and laundry. We 
provide school backpacks to four different schools in Conway. 
We have a shuttle bus that picks up homeless people that want 
to come to our Mission for help. We take out food bags to the 
homeless on the streets. We’re also trying to get a mobile soup 
kitchen and mobile shower and laundry center going so we can 
help more people during the week.”

The health and safety precautions in light of COVID-19 have made it harder 
and more expensive for them to serve their community. That’s why they’re 
thankful for the support of the Arkansas Foodbank and friends like you.

“Since the pandemic began, we’re handing out over 400 more food boxes 
each month,” said Rick. “We can’t serve a meal inside our building so we 
have to do it through Styrofoam to-go containers, which is an added expense. 
Plus, we’ve had to set up a drive-thru where they pick a food box off of a table 
and put it on their own car, then drive around the other side of the building to 
get their hot meal. If it wasn’t for your help, we couldn’t do that. The Foodbank 
probably supplies 90% of things we give out. We don’t make money on Soul 
Food Café Mission; we just do it because we want to help other people.”

“It doesn’t matter what walk of life they’re from, we want to treat everyone with 
dignity,” said Traci. “To have compassion and value them as equal human 
beings. To look them straight in the eye, hear their stories and love on them.”

Taking Care  
of Those Around Them

Food 4 the  
Holidays Telethon 

To Better Serve You!
The Arkansas Foodbank has opened a 
branch in Phillips County! This branch 
will act as a hub to expand service to our 
partner agencies and clients in the Delta 
region, focusing primarily on Phillips, 
Lee, Monroe and Arkansas counties. In 
addition to distributing more food, it will 
provide a focal point for partnership 
development and community relations 
in an area of our state that lacks access 
to needed resources. We are excited to 
share more in the months to come about 
how the branch is hard at work feeding 
hungry Arkansans!

December 10 – all day long on KARK!

KARK Channel 4’s Food 4 the Holidays Telethon will take 
place on December 10 to benefit the Arkansas Foodbank. 
Every $1 raised will help provide 5 meals 
worth of food for hungry Arkansans. 

Please ask your friends, neighbors, co-workers and 
everyone you know to tune in to this all-day event to help 
provide nourishing food for our hungry neighbors during 
the holiday season. 

For additional information, please contact Kate Snell  
at 501.569.4329.
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Staci is a local agent with Professional Insurance Agents of 
Arkansas, an organization that is dedicated to helping our 
community. When they were looking for a local nonprofit 
to volunteer with during a holiday event, the Arkansas 
Foodbank was a perfect fit.

“We wanted to do a charity project to help our agents and 
members become more involved with the communities and 
help serve our neighbors,” she said. “That first year we had 
25 people and we encouraged them to wear their favorite 
Christmas sweater, headbands, Christmas lights … just 
have fun with it. We put on Christmas music and had a 
phenomenal time. You could really feel the Christmas spirit!”

Staci and her fellow volunteers had so much fun, they’re 
hoping to make this their sixth year in a row. The COVID-19 
restrictions and precautions to keep everyone safe can’t 
dampen their holiday cheer!

“When you get physically involved with something, you 
invest in it and return to it year after year. We love the 

ability to come in as a group, at the same time, and to 
actually get involved. Now we have the whole day and two 
shifts, and we fill them both up. We like to be more hands 
on … to show up.”

As the holidays draw near, she hopes more people will 
volunteer at the Foodbank to help fight hunger.

“You’re not only helping your neighbor across the street … 
you’re helping your neighbor across county lines. You’re 
supporting people that are facing a challenge at this point 
in time,” said Staci. “Anything you can do to be positive 
and help others makes a difference.”

To learn more about how you can volunteer  
as an individual, family or part of a group,  
visit arkansasfoodbank.org/volunteer. Thank 
you for helping us share hope and help this 
holiday season!
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Spreading Holiday Cheer in Style!

Holiday Tribute Cards
Looking for a special gift for a friend, relative, co-worker, or teacher? 
You can make a donation to Arkansas Foodbank and they’ll receive 
a special holiday card in their honor. Do your holiday shopping 
from the safety and comfort of your home while making a charitable 
donation that will help your hungry neighbors. 

Cross some presents off your holiday shopping list today! 
To learn more about the Foodbank's holiday tribute 
cards, please contact Claire Atkinson at 501.569.4346.

Staci Shearon and her team of volunteers 
dressed in holiday apparel last year.


